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ARTISTIC SMILE DESIGN :
FACIAL CHANGES THROUGH DENTAL TEMPORIZATION
Building the Esthetic Practice
Dr. Elliot Mechanic

Dentists are able to create facial changes realizing their patient’s dreams. As dentistry strives to think
“outside the box,” new techniques and standards of care are created to alter facial appearance though
cosmetic dental change.

The ability to create and modify provisional restorations simply and quickly has opened the door to
predictable aesthetic dentistry. Unlike plastic surgery, dental temporization allows the patient to
preview his or her new smile and then alter it as necessary for functional, esthetic and phonetic
reasons. A well-made temporary restoration, the key to an aesthetic restoration, provides the lab with
a blueprint for tooth length, width, thickness, arch form and position, midline cant, and occlusion.
Once the patient has approved the temporary, the lab replicates it in porcelain using silicone
templates. Techniques and the restorative process from impression taking to insertion of case will be
addressed. (all crucial to the success of temporaries) will be thoroughly discussed.

During this course the following information will be covered:
Examination and treatment planning

Case presentation

Facial shapes and the role they play in proper smile design

Potential causes of a gummy smile

How easily the smile can be modified

Overcrowded teeth, large diastema closure

Getting the arch in proper arch form

Establishing the incisal edge position

Analyzing the smile through a diagnostic wax-up

Making temporaries from the wax-up and lab silicone templates
Modifying temporaries — tooth length, gingival height, width, thickness, mid-line cant
Checking the occlusion, interferences, vertical dimension and phonetics
Obtaining patient approval for the final porcelain restoration

Materials to utilize chair-side when modifying your temporaries
Communicating to the laboratory the new contour and shape of your modified temporaries
Case placement — techniques and materials

Building your esthetic practice — getting new patients

Taking great impressions

Taking an accurate bite registration

The role of periodontics, orthodontic and surgery

We Invite You to be a part of this Great Learning Experience!



